Coastal | npact Assistance Program
Cl AP Project Nom nation

Project Title: Nort hshore Beach Marsh Creation/ Restoration
Nom nating Entity: Greg Gorden

Director, Department of Environnmental Services

St. Tammany Parish Gover nnent

P.O Box 628

Covi ngton, LA 70434

(985) 898-2535

gor do@t pgov. org

Cl AP Authorized Use Consistency: (from Coastal |npact Assistance
Gui del i nes and Application for Funds)

4.1 Authorization Uses of Funds
1. Projects and activities for the conservation,
protection, or restoration of coastal areas...

2. Mtigation of damage to fish, wildlife, or natural
resources. . .

Cl AP Goal s and (bj ectives

This project conplies with the Restoration and Conservation goal s
of the Coastal |npact Assistance Program by furthering the
strategies, goals and objectives of the Coast 2050 plan, nanely
conservation and restoration of the Pontchartrain Basin.
Additionally, all of the Coastal Restoration Project Eval uation
Criteria are net.

Total ClI AP Funds Request ed: $7, 000, 000. 00 (Tier 2 Designation)

Pari sh Cl AP Funds Proposed: $2, 000, 000. 00
State Cl AP Funds Request ed: $5, 000, 000. 00

Proj ect Locati on:

Pontchartrain Basin, St. Tammany Parish. The project area is |ocated
in open water areas along the north shore near the conmunity of

Nort hshore Beach and east of the nouth of Bayou Liberty south of
Slidell. Boundaries are generally Bayou Bonfouca to the north and
west, Lake Pontchartrain to the south, and the GMO Railroad to the
east.

Probl em

This area is located along the north shore and contributes to the
integrity of the Lake Pontchartrain/Lake Borgne system Over 3,600
acres of marsh were lost on the north shore in the past 50 years, and
another 15%is expected to be lost over the next 50 years. This area
was also in the direct path of Hurricane Katrina, which renmoved a
tremendous amount of marsh and wildlife habitat fromthe regi on. Marsh
grass and sedi nent stacked over nine feet high along the tree line
north of this site. 1In order to mnimze the adverse habitat and
water quality inpacts fromHurricane Katrina, it is inperative that
mar sh restorati on occur as soon as possible. St. Tanmany Pari sh
Government estimates a | oss of between 600 and 900 acres of
internediate marsh in this area as a result of Hurricanes Katrina and
Rita.



Proposed Project Features:

Project features include approxi mately 600 acres of marsh creation via
hydraul i ¢ dredgi ng and placement of 2 nmillion cubic yards of nmaterial.
The likely borrow location is Lake Pontchartrain, the H ghway 11
Canal , and Bayou Bonfouca and associ ated canals. Bonfouca as a borrow
site woul d be contingent upon a finding of sedinment suitability.

Contai nment will be sem -confined (|l ake shore and bayou banks are
still largely intact) and internedi ate vegetati on woul d be pl anted
upon material conpaction and settl enent.

CGoal s:

I. Create approximately 600 acres of intermediate marsh.

2. Reduce erosion of adjacent interior marshes.

3. Maintain and support the integrity of the Lake Pontchartrain Shoreline

Preliminary Project Benefits:
1) What is the total acreage benefitted both directly and indirectly?
600 acres directly reestablished
2) How many acres of wetlands will be protected/created over the project life?
2500 acres of protected or created marsh at the end of twenty years.
3) What is the anticipated loss rate reduction throughout the area of direct benefits over the
project life?
It is anticipated that the loss rate of the adjacent interior marsh would be reduced by 25-
49%.
4) What is the net impact of the project on critical and non-critical infrastructure?
It is expected that this project will have a net positive impact on non-critical
infrastructure.
5) To what extent does the project provide a synergistic effect with other approved and/or
constructed restoration projects?
This project contributes to the Coast 2050 and LCA objective to protect the Orleans land
bridge. It also is located near the damaged PO-06 Fritchie Marsh and PO-13 Bayou
Savage Projects that are working together to reestablish the Pontchartrain basin marshes.
This project will work synergistically with these projects to provide additional support to
the north shore of Lake Pontchartrain and the Orleans land bridge.

Identification of Potential Issues:

There are some pipelines in the area that will require project coordination with the pipeline
owners. These pipelines should not impact the proposed project expansion. There are no known
state-issued oyster leases in the immediate project area. The project is supported by the parish.
The property is partially located on the Big Branch Marsh National Wildlife Refuge and the
owner is the Department of the Interior, USFWS.



